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Board Members Present  
John Sampsel (Stanford)   Doreen Gillespie (Ethridge) 
Joe Kipp (Browning)   Raina Blackman (Wolf Creek) 
Jordan Mannix (Helmville) 
 
    
Staff Present  
Mike Honeycutt, EO     Brian Simonson, Deputy EO  
Lindsey Simon, Centralized Services   
 
Public Present  
Kristin Juras, Lieutenant Governor, State of Montana 
Dalin Tidwell, USDA-APHIS Wildlife Services 
Kraig Glazier, USDA-APHIS Wildlife Services 
Bruce Gillespie 
Trina Jo Bradley 
Erika Nunlist 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  

(:14) 1:00 PM  
Chairman John Sampsel called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM 

 
CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
(0:18) 1:00 PM 

 

Meeting Minutes  
(This Meeting was Open to the Public & By ZOOM) 

April 30, 2025 
MT Department of Livestock Board Room #319/Helena, MT 

301 N. Roberts, Helena, Montana 
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Chairman John Sampsel called the meeting to order and requested introductions: 

• John Sampsel, Stanford 

• Joseph Kipp, Operator/Outfitter, Browning 

• Jordan Mannix, Livestock Producer, Helmville 

• Doreen Gillespie, Livestock Producer, Ethridge 

• Raina Blackman, Sheep/Corn Maze Co-Owner, Craig 

• Brian Simonson, DOL Deputy Executive Officer 

• Mike Honeycutt, DOL Executive Officer 

• Kristin Juras, Lieutenant Governor 
o Lieutenant Governor Juras requested that the Chairman give her a minute 

to make a comment 

• Bruce Gillespie, Livestock Producer, Ethridge 

• Dalin Tidwell and Kraig Glazier, USDA Wildlife Services 
 
Lieutenant Governor Juras addressed the LLB saying that the Governor’s thought, with 
the departure of George Edwards, was that they had an opportunity to take a fresh look 
at the structure of their support staff and how to best use taxpayer dollars moving 
forward.  Juras thanked Brian Simonson for stepping in during the interim to do what Mr. 
Edwards did.  She thanked the LLB members for their public service 

 

BOARD ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 
(3:02) 1:03 PM 
 
(3:02) 1:03 PM – BOARD APPROVAL OF PAST MEETING MINUTES 
John Sampsel requested approval of the LLB June meeting minutes 

 

MOTION/VOTE 
(3:12) 1:03 PM 
Raina Blackman moved to approve the minutes from the Montana Livestock Loss 
Board June 26, 2024 meeting. Doreen Gillespie seconded.  The motion passed. 
 
STAFF REPORTS 
(3:37) 1:04 PM 
 
(3:41) 1:04 PM – Legislative Update 
Brian Simonson reported that the LLB did not put forward any legislative proposals 
during the 2025 Session: 

• Representative Eric Tillman brought two bills forward – HB 356-adding Black 
Bears to the LLB Predator List and HB506-adding Domestic Bison to the LLB 
Species Claims List 

• Mike Honeycutt shared that Representative Darling brought HB767, which would 
create the ability for goat owners to request a county petition for coyote control  

 
 
 










